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FRIENDLY HOUSE TRiO PROGRAM GRANT EARNS FIVE-YEAR RENEWAL 

Youth Services’ Educational Talent Search Program Receives Financial Extension 

 

(PHOENIX, AZ., August 24, 2016) – The United States (U.S.) Department of Education 

announced Friendly House’s Talent Search program (TRiO) will receive $1.3 million in grant 

funding over the next five years.    

 

“This grant renewal is a testament to the great work the Friendly House staff has been doing for 

so many years,” said President Martin Quintana. “We are happy to know that we can and will 

continue to serve our growing community, especially these young, promising adults through 

TRiO.” 

 

TRiO is a college access program that identifies and assists disadvantaged individuals who have 

the potential to further succeed in higher education. The program offers academic, career and 

financial counseling for participants that aim at graduating high school and completing their 

postsecondary education. 

 

“Each year, TRiO assists 70-80 high school seniors to graduate from high school,” said Jose 

Vaquera, Director of Youth Services. “Last year, of the 74 students that graduated, 68 (92 

percent) of them enrolled in a postsecondary institution or vocational program.” 

 

The many services provided by the program include career exploration, aptitude assessment, 

financial-aid application assistance, college entrance exam preparation and informational 

workshops. All program services are completely free of charge. In addition, Arizona State 

University (ASU), University of Arizona (UA), Grand Canyon University (GCU) and Northern 

Arizona University (NAU) all partner with the program to accommodate campus tours.  

 

“This program extension helps our community to serve more students,” said TRiO Educational 

Advisor Elmer Villa. “These students, filled with potential, need proper guidance and 

information about qualifying for and succeeding in college. We have the tools to do that.” 

 

TRiO’s progressive history began with a college-entrance preparation program called Upward 

Bound. This emerged from the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 in response to the 

administration’s War on Poverty.  
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In 1965, Talent Search (the second outreach program) was created as part of the Higher 

Education Act. In 1968, Student Support Services, (originally Special Services for 

Disadvantaged Students) was authorized by the Higher Education Amendments and became the 

third in a series of educational opportunity programs.  

 

By the late 1960’s, the term “TRiO” was coined to describe these federal programs. Ever since, 

the TRiO programs have consistently expanded and improved to provide a wider range of 

services and reach more students who need assistance.  

 

In 2002, Friendly House applied for and was awarded a TRiO/Talent Search Program. The 

program will soon attain a longevity that spans across 15 years. 

 

By providing numerous services at no expense, Friendly House is ensuring higher education 

costs will not limit any student from attaining academic success and career development.   

 

TRiO’s objective is to consistently expose accessibility to all students in the Arizona community 

seeking educational growth and career development. Friendly House is honored to be given an 

opportunity to carry out that mission for the next five years.  

 

 

### 

 

About Friendly House 

Friendly House is a multi-service non-profit organization located in Phoenix, Arizona that offers 

wide-ranging programs aimed at addressing the pressing needs of our diverse community. Our 

efforts have resulted in building resilient communities that are helping to spur economic 

development, stabilize neighborhoods and revitalize our city. For more information, call (602) 

257-1870. 

 


